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MEETING MINUTES
Berkley Downtown Development Authority
Meeting of the Board of Trustees
Berkiey Public Safety Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room
Wednesday, October 12, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:43 AM with Chair Keith Logsdon presiding.

DETERMINATION OF ATTENDANCE:
Present: Dr. Jeff Aliyn
John Barbuscak
Daniel Cherrin
Jane Bais-DiSessa
Allen Dyer
Matthew Gross
Keith Logsdon
John McGovern
Timothy Murad
Lisa Peasley
Alan Semonian

Absent: James Esshaki
Lawrence Gallagher

Also Present: l.ee Derrick
Ron Meyer
Joe Novitsky, Planning Commission Liaison
Valerie McDonald, Chamber of Commerce Liaison

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: The agenda was approved unanimously upon a motion by Allyn and a
second by Murad.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. Regular Meeting of September 14, 2005: On motion by Murad and a second by Allyn, the
minutes were unanimously approved by the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: None.

A. Communications: Keith Logsdon — None received.

B. Introduction of First Time Visitors: Logsdon introduced Jack Williamson of Design Michigan

to talk about the organization and how it will be tying in to the November B.B.A.T tour as it relates to
fagcade improvement. Williamson had appeared before the DDA a few years ago and made a public
presentation on Berkley’s downtown afterward. Design Michigan is a non-profit outreach organization
affiliated with Cranbrook. One of the ways their skills are utilized by cities like Berkley is educating the
community about design. Williamson said that the rear of buildings in the Berkley downtown district
present opportunities to increase the neighborhood connection and draw customers in. He noted there
are really two major markets in Berkley: the street in front and the alley behind connecting to the
neighborhood. He distributed newsletters about how his organization has worked with Ferndale and St.
Johns, where historic architecture is more of an influence. Berkley has a diversity of building types,
which brings up the issue of architectural signage. Determination of product and service influences how
facades should frame the presentation of the building. Berkley has some interesting and distinct
aspects for its location: historic traits and good scale. Berkley isn’t currently capitalizing on its
pedestrian market. Design Michigan helps businesses build identity and branding through design.
Logsdon mentioned to Williamson that the city is currently in the process of redoing its master plan.
Williamson noted there is often a huge gap in the translation of the master plan to the real business
world because master plans don’t engage design, where strategies are turned into tactics. As part of
their advisory service, Design Michigan does a “design audit” of the community, taking digital photos of
a large inventory of downtown buildings, reviewing circulation, architecture, blockscapes, entries (front
and rear), signage {municipal as well as business signs and architectural graphics), then making a






