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A Vision for Downtown Berkley

By Dr. Jeff Allyn

For quite a few years now, the Berkley
Downtown Development Authority Board,
which is comprised solely of volunteer
members, has watched the downtown area of
our city fal into decline. Y ou want to know
what we have done? Y ou want to know what
we have accomplished? Very little, in your
eyes we bet. You need to see something
concrete, and we know it.

The wheels of government turn slowly.
Y oumay feel that thisisjust acliche. Perhaps
itis. Youmay feel thisisan excuse. You are
entitled to your opinion. However, we have
tried, and very hard | might add, to keep the
wheels rolling forward. For all of the four
yearsthat thisDDA Reporter Editor has been
amember of the board, | have participated in
meetingsthat took placeat 7:30AM thesecond
Wednesday of each month. The primary
purpose of these meetings is downtown
revitalization. Others have been involved far
longer than |. All are committed to creating a
“vision” and al areinvolved with the best of
intentions.

TheDDA Board hasperformeditsfunction
very successfully, | amproudto say. We have
provided the city with aviablevision of what
the downtown can be. Perhaps when we used

theword* plan,” it wastoo much for some of
youtohandle. Perhapsyouinterpreted thisas
adictate? So | am using the word “vision.”
Maybethedeterrentsto progresscanswallow
that better?

Regardless, the city needs something! |
shudder when | think of those of you who
held in contempt the consultants who have
not only provided “visions” to other
communities, but haveactually implemented
themsuccessfully. They aretheexperts. They
do this for a living. They have proven
themselves, yet there are those of you who
seem to know better? Exactly what has your
superior knowledge donefor our downtown?

For those of you feel alittle paint and a
littlesweeping canimprovethecity’ slook. ..to
acertain extent, you are correct. With al due
respect, however, you are naive to think that
thisiswhat will truly help our downtown. A
vision and arenewed pridein thisdowntown
is what will do it! Currently, there is little
pride exuded, for example, by the property
owners who do not use their buildings for
their own businesses.

Our downtown has evolved into little
more than a speedway for commuters going
Continued on page 3

Berkley Downtown Develpment Authority Mission

The mission of the Berkley Downtown Development Authority is to encourage historic preser-
vation, promote economic growth and revitalization, and correct and prevent deterioration of the
Berkley Downtown district by working with the City to obtain or develop the necessary legal,
monetary or organizational tools to revitalize the area, either through public-initiated projects, or
in concert with privately motivated projects; to attract businesses to the Downtown areawhich
meet the needs of the community’ s demographic makeup; to promote Downtown Berkley as an
economically desirable place to own property and operate a business; to help improve the City
residents’ “Quality of Life” by providing a clean, comfortable, safe environment in the Down-

town area.
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M essage From the DDA Chair

Greg R. Thom

By now, everyone hasheard about the major changesthat will betaking
place at theintersection of 12 Mile Road and Coolidge. We' Il have new
light poles, brick paver sidewalks, landscaping, and brick walls on all
four corners, welcoming visitors to downtown Berkley. But probably
the most dramatic aspect of the new intersection will be an artistic
design of brick paversin the actual road intersection.

There has been alot of discussion about brick pavers, and severa
people have asked why the DDA would include them in the downtown
design. Somearguethat the cost of paversistwo-to-threetimesthe cost
of concrete (atrue statement) and that pavers don’t hold up aswell (a
false statement).

Pave the way to successful revitalization

The Detroit Free Press published an article about pavers last summer, and it said that
pavers have returned as the “ stone of choice” for decorating in residential, commercial, and
municipal markets. Paver saleshaveincreased by over 47%inoneyear! But moreimportantly,
thearticlewent onto say, “ Still, taxpayersspend far moreto paveroads, ‘ and if we careabout
our cities, we need to change that,” said Doug Kelbaugh, a University of Michigan expert on
urban design. ‘ The ease and lure of walking in a downtown district isa direct measure of its
vitality, making the price of paversworth every cent,” said Kelbaugh.”

In that same article, Betty-L ee Hepworth, an associate dean of architecture and design at
Lawrence Technological University said about pavers,“ Onereasonfor their popularityisthat
paver smake peoplefeel good. Whenyouwal k onthem, you' reapart of thewholerevitalization
movement.”

Brick pavers have become a part of revitalization projects nationwide. Look at the
Daimler-Chrysler headquartersin AuburnHills. Spend sometimewalking through downtown
Northville. Go into ailmost any city that has gone through amajor renovation, and you'll see
pavers. Not only arethey decorative, they’ remuch sturdier than concrete. (Isthereanyone out
there who truly believes that the concrete roads in Michigan are robust? If so, why are our
highways a sea of orange and white barrels every summer?)

Clear road ahead...Almost!

Thebig question about theintersectionrenovationis, “Whenisit going to happen?’ | wish
| couldtell you that it was going to be completed thisyear, but unfortunately, projects of this
magnitudemoveglacially slow. After our engineering designswerecompleted, wehadto have
“gradeinspections,” and receive approval from the Oakland County Road Commission (since
theprojectinvolves12 Mile Road). Becausewewill be using grant money fromthe Michigan
Department of Transportation, we aso need their approval. Our intersection is not the only
project on which thesetwo groups are working, and asaresult, we must wait our turn for their
go-ahead. Thegood newsisthat the OCRC hasgiven usthe green light, but we still must wait
for MDOT to completeitsreview. Also, we need to obtain easements from the four property
ownersat the12 Mile/Coolidgeintersection. We' vereceived someof thesign-offs, but arestill
awaiting others.

So while the DDA is ready to move as quickly as possible, our hands are tied by outside
forces. Oncewehaveall of these steps compl eted, wewill put out abid request for the project,
and then examine the costs to insure that they fall within our budget. After we select a
contractor, thework canfinally begin. Becausewe have chosen to keep the roadways as open
aspossi bleduring theconstruction, theproject will takealittlelonger, but wewant tominimize

the disruption to businesses and motorists as much as possible.
Continued on page 3



A Message from the DDA Chair continued from page 2

New DDA board members will work toward building improvements

On another front, the City Council approved changes to the DDA’ s bylaws at a recent
meeting. TheDDA proposed several modifications, many of whichweremerely “ housekeeping”
activities. Probably the most significant change was the make-up of the Board of Trustees.
Instead of requiring five property or business owners from both 12 Mile and Coolidge, the
revised bylawsnow statethat the Board must havefour membersfrom eachroad, plusfour “ At
Large” members (as well as the City Manager).

This change allowsthe DDA to appoint (if they so choose) more Berkley residents to the
Board. Keith Logston and Daniel Cherrin, both Berkley residents, were approved by City
Council as new members of the Board of Trustees. Mr. Logston isan architect with Michael
Willoughby and Associates in Birmingham, and Mr. Cherrin is an attorney with the Detroit
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Because of their backgrounds, | have appointed these two gentlemen to an ad-hoc
committeeto study methodsinwhichthe DDA can help property ownerswithinthe DDA fund
building renovations. There are various low-interest loans available, and Mr. Cherrin is
investigating which ones might apply to thisendeavor. Mr. Logston isdetermining waysthat
architectural firms could provide sometype of design servicesto personswishing to upgrade
their buildings. When this study is complete, you will be notified of the options available to
you. | am extremely pleased to have both Mr. Logston and Mr. Cherrin on our Board.

Asaways, if you have questions or would like to discussthe DDA and its projects, please
feel free to contact me. You can call me at (248) 548-2202, or e-mail me at
gregrthom@atsalesco.com. By working together, we can turn Berkley's downtown into a

place that we can all be proud of .

A Vision for Downtown Berkley continued from page 1

from point A to point B. We have let this
define who and what we are. Small town
businesses do not flourish with high speed,
high volume traffic. They succeed because
patrons can walk to them and gather in an
environment that iscalm and enjoyable. They
succeed becausethebusi nessesaredestination
oriented, the shops and small bistros can be
driven to, and because parking is easily
accessible. They are successful because they
areunique and provideafriendly, small town
service and environment that larger stores
cannot offer.

Think about the times in which we
live...Berkley isin a PERFECT position to
make a move for a revitalized downtown.
Roya Oak, Birmingham, Ferndale...these
communities have made great strides to
improve and maintain their downtowns, but
some things are changing there, too. Thereal
estate is becoming too expensive. Rents are
soaring. Smaller businessownersmay look to
Berkley for afuture location.

Think about gasoline prices...we may
commute all week long, perhapsit would be

nice to be able to walk to our downtown area
with our families and have something to do?

Think about our children...where canthey
go? Think about a safer, more pleasant
downtown where traffic is slowed and the
driving is safer. Children can ride bikes up to
anice cream shop, the comic book shop or the
pizza place.

Think about the elderly in our community
who still drive...canthey feel safe parking on
Coolidge in order to patronize a particular
shopthey like? They certainly cannot park on
12 Mile Road! Can they feel safewalking on
our sidewalks?

A few morewordsregarding this“vision.”
The DDA has not shoved anything down
anyone's throat! The DDA does not expect
thingsto change overnight and neither should
you. Wedo hope, however, that you can share
avisionand hel ptokeepthedowntownmoving
forward. To those of you who have recently
moved into our downtown, you haveinspired
othersto make improvements. Welcome and
thank you! We need an epidemic of PRIDE
and VISION!

Y]

Watch the DDA’s
web site for news
and upcoming
attractions:
www.cityofberkley.com

Find out how
to link your
business’'s
homepage
tothe DDA'’s.
Call Greg Thom
at 548-2202.




Berkley Downtown Development Authority

P.O. Box 725505

Berkley, MI 48072-5505

Attention DDA Members:

Please check your address on the
newsletter’ smailing label. If it is
incorrect, contact the DDA office at
248-988-1301 and leave a message
with the correct address. Thank you.

What's New With

Your Business?
Is your business
offering anew
product or service?
Areyou celebrat-
ing a business
milestone or other
accomplishment?
Let us help spread
the word.

Fax or mail us
your business news
and we'll include it

in the next DDA
“Reporter.”

Contact:

Dr. Jeff Allyn
2745 Coolidge
Berkley, M1 48072
248-398-1155
FAX: 398-0713

Welcome to Berkley...

The DDA welcomes the following businesses that have moved to Berkley or
relocated within the DDA district:

MHG Jewelry: Matthew Gross, owner. Relocated from 12 Mile Rd. to 2689 Coolidge.
Specializes in jewelry redesign, repair, appraisals, and restoration of antique jewelry.
248-584-0253

Liss & Shapero: Robert Liss and Anthony Shapero, partners. Moved from Birmingham to
2695 Coolidge. 248-642-1300

Party Cakes: Valerie Jackett, owner. Specializing in custom-designed cakes for all occassions,
as well as gourmet cookies and brownies. www.party-cakes.com or 248-541-2253

Interested in business properties in Berkley? Go Online.

The DDA islisting available business properties in the downtown district on the
City of Berkley's website. Go to www.cityofberkley.com and click on “Available
Business Properties.” A list of business properties for 12 Mile and Coolidge will
appear. Click the address of a property and you'll find photos and a description of
building or lot. Thisis another way the DDA is promoting the business district and
attracting more businessto Berkley.



